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Celebrating the Lord’s Day 

 

December 31, 2023 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  

 The Church Gathers Before God 

 

GREETINGS IN CHRIST  

PRELUDE          

CALL TO WORSHIP    “ For All Who Give You a Face”             #157 

                                                                                                                      Michelle Aliesch, Liturgist    

L: For all who give you a face, Lord Jesus, by spreading your  

 love in the world, we praise you. 

C: For all who give you hands, by doing their best toward   

 their sisters and brothers, we praise you. 

L: For all who give you a mouth, Lord Jesus, by defending the   

 weak and the oppressed, we praise you. 

C: For all who give you eyes, by seeing every bit of love in   

 the heart of man and woman, we praise you. 

L: For all who give you a heart, Lord Jesus, by preferring the   

 poor to the rich, the weak to the strong, we praise you. 

C: For all who give to your poverty the look of hope for   

 your Reign, we praise you. 

L: For all who reveal you simply by what they are, Lord Jesus,   

 because they reflect your beauty in their lives, we praise   

 you. You who are the God of a  thousand faces,  

 yet whom nothing can reveal completely except the face of the child of   

 Bethlehem, we pray to you: 

C: Continue in our lives the mystery of Christmas.  

  Let  your Son become flesh in us so that we may be for all our   

 brothers and sisters the revelation of your love.   

 

 

*OPENING HYMN           The First Noel        #151 

The first Noel, the angel did say; 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

born is the King of Israel. 



 

They looked up and saw a star, 

shining in the east, beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night: [Refrain] 

 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went: [Refrain] 

 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense: [Refrain] 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER                       

L:  Let us join together in prayer.      

Wondrous Holy God, we praise You. In the gift of a child, You set the course for a new 

future shared in hope and love. May the Spirit continue to renew in us the truth and 

promise of Your love. Help us not to lose sight of the gift as we move about in the world. 

Bless us that the love of Christ may be more than the celebration of  day, let it be a 

story told again in our very lives. In the  name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, amen. 

 

*THE PEACE   
The people exchange with one another, by words and careful gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                                                   Galatians 4:4-7 The Message 
        

                                                                                               Michelle Aliesch, Liturgist 

But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent his Son, born among us of a 

woman, born under the conditions of the law so that he might redeem those of us who have 

been kidnapped by the law. Thus we have been set free to experience our rightful heritage. You 

can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children because God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our lives crying out, “Papa! Father!” Doesn’t that privilege of intimate 

conversation with God make it plain that you are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, 

you’re also an heir, with complete access to the inheritance. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 



 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT              

                           

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE           

                      

*DOXOLOGY         “ He is Lord”        #117  

He is Lord, he is Lord!  He is risen from the dead and he is Lord! 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 

GOSPEL READING                    Luke 2:22-40 New English Translation  
 

Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses after the birth 

of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. The law of the Lord 

says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” So they offered the 

sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and 

was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon 

him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That 

day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus 

to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised 

God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 

I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people. 

He is a light to reveal God to the nations, 

    and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 

Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them, and 

he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and 

many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a 

result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very 

soul.” 

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe 

of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven 

years. Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed 

there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon 

was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to 

everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem. 

When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned 

home to Nazareth in Galilee. There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with 

wisdom, and God’s favor was on him. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



                    

MESSAGE                            “ The things I’ve seen” 

 

SONG OF PRESENTATION     Angels, from the Realms of Glory                    #149 
 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant light: [Refrain] 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain] 

 

 

*DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IDENTITY STATEMENT 

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. As part of the 

one body of Christ we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Words of Institution              

Communion Music                 

Partaking of the Bread and Cup 

 

Christ Has Died 

Christ Is Risen 

Christ Will Come Again 

 

*CLOSING HYMN         Go Tell it on the Mountain                                        # 167      

Refrain: 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o’er silent flocks by night, 



behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

when lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain 

 

*BENEDICTION                                         
 

POSTLUDE         

Anthony Ruggiero, Musician 

  

*All who are able may stand. 

 

 

 

Open Communion and Offering Information 
We celebrate the Communion of the Lord’s Supper every week.  It is open to ALL Christians.  Everyone who is 

able is invited to come to the front by rows.  A piece of bread and cup of grape juice will be given to you to 

partake.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  Return to your seat by the side aisles. 

Kneelers are available on each side for those who wish to stop and pray.  If you are not able to come forward for 

any reason, a plate and cup will be offered to you.  If you prefer not to partake, just indicate that when offered the 

elements. 

The offering that we share in worship is part of our shared commitment to doing ministry together.  In our offering, 

we reflect that we are called to share in the blessings we have that others may be blessed.  Offering bowls are 

provided in the center and right-hand aisles.   
 

If you have questions regarding membership with our congregation, speak with Pastor Tim or any of the BCC 

Elders: (Dan Davis, Paula Davis, Jim Dolgae, Heather Faler, Myra May, Christy McCollum, Valarie Rizzo, 

Michelle Stineman, Megen Stocker, Larry Swiger). 

 

 

 

 

        

In case of emergencies 
Fire Alarm:  Calmly and quickly evacuate the building.  Reassemble at the pavilion next to the garage.           

No longer at flagpole.  Do not block the fire lanes.  All doors in the sanctuary lead to outside exits. 

Tornado Warning:  Calmly and quickly exit through the rear doors and assemble in the hallway of the 

Educational Wing/Child Care area.  Stay away from all doors and windows. 

Gunshots or Threats: Duck down between the pews to shield yourself and allow the Security Team to handle 

the situation. 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT BAZETTA CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

 

New Year’s Day   Office Closed  

Tuesday: 8:00 a.m.  Breakfast Eat ’N Park 

  7:00 p.m. Scouts 

Wednesday 3:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl 

Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 

 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Women’s Spiritual Retreat “TREASURED” Friday, January 26, 4 pm to Saturday, January 

27, 3pm at the Holiday Inn Express, Warren. The deadline for registration is January 7. Please 

call Val Rizzo for details. 330-717-2591 

 

Volunteers Wanted for undecorating the church on Sunday, January 7, following worship.  

Many hands make light work.  Please plan to stay and help if you are able.  Thanks! 

  

Book Study Starting January 9th at 10 a.m., we are inviting anyone and everyone into a deeper 

dive in prayer. We are going to take a season and walk through the book Prayer:  Finding the 

Heart’s True Home, by Richard Foster. We will get the information out on the books if you 

want to get them through the church. If there is interest, we will also look at doing the study 

online in the evenings. 

  

2024 Offering Envelopes are available on the table by the office door.  Please sign your name 

on the paper by the number of the box of envelopes you chose.  There are weekly and monthly 

envelopes.  

  

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Loose Change Mission Jar:  For the months of January, February, and March, the funds 

collected in the jar will go to Bella Women’s Center, an organization that provides confidential 

and medical services for women facing unplanned pregnancy. They offer pregnancy testing, 

ultrasound, STD testing with limited on-site treatments and options consultation, all free of 

charge.  


