
 
 

 

 

 

Bazetta Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

Rev. Timothy McCollum, Pastor 
  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82810679702 
 

Radio Station 88.7 for Parking Lot 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82810679702


Celebrating the Lord’s Day 

at 

Bazetta Christian Church 

September 24, 2023 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  

 The Church Gathers Before God 

 

GREETINGS IN CHRIST  

           

PRELUDE                    

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Michelle Aliesch, Liturgist 

L: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains  

 shake in the heart of the sea; 

L: though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the  

 Most High. 

L: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning  

 dawns. 

C: The nations rage, dominions totter; God speaks, the earth melts. 

L: The Lord of hosts is with us; 

C: the God of Israel is our refuge. 

L: Come, behold the works of the Lord, who has brought desolations on the earth; 

C: who makes wars cease to the end of the earth; who breaks the bow, shatters the  

 spear; and burns the shields with fire. 

L: “Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations,  

 I am exalted in the earth.” 

C: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Israel is our refuge. 
Psalm 100, page 742, Chalice Hymnal 

 

*OPENING HYMN    “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”           #102 

Jesus, the very thought of thee, with sweetness fills my breast; 

but sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest. 
 

No voice can sign, no heart can frame, nor can the mind recall 

a sweeter sound than thy blest name, O Savior of us all. 
 

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek, 

to those who ask, how kind thou art!  How good to those who seek! 
 

Jesus, our only joy be thou, as thou our prize wilt be; 

Jesus, be thou our glory now, and through eternity. 



*CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER                       

L:  Let us join together in prayer.      

Holy and Awesome God, may the Spirit you breathe upon the world speak love and grace 

upon our hearts this day. Open our lives to your mercy that the praise we pour out may be 

filled with joy. Make space in this community of faith that the call to rejoice may be met 

with wonder, laughter, and joy in every part of our being. In the name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, amen. 

 

*THE PEACE   

The people exchange with one another, by words and careful gesture, 

signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                             Romans 15:1-13, New Living Translation 

We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this. We 

must not just please ourselves. We should help others do what is right and build them up in the 

Lord. For even Christ didn’t live to please himself. As the Scriptures say, “The insults of those 

who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago 

to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s 

promises to be fulfilled. 

May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with 

each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. Then all of you can join together with one 

voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given 

glory. Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to the 

promises he made to their ancestors. He also came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God 

for his mercies to them. That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: 

“For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

    I will sing praises to your name.” 

And in another place it is written, 

“Rejoice with his people, 

    you Gentiles.” 

And yet again, 

“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles. 

    Praise him, all you people of the earth.” 

And in another place Isaiah said, 



“The heir to David’s throne will come, 

    and he will rule over the Gentiles. 

They will place their hope on him.” 

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you 

trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

                   

CHILDREN’S MOMENT              

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING                           

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE           

                      

*DOXOLOGY          “He Is Lord”                 #117 

He is Lord, he is Lord!  He is risen from the dead and he is Lord! 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 

GOSPEL READING             John 3:22-30; J.B. Phillips New Testament    

After this Jesus went into the country of Judea with his disciples and stayed there with them 

while the work of baptism was being carried on. John, too, was in Aenon near Salim, baptising 

people because there was plenty of water in that district and they were still coming to him for 

baptism. (John, of course, had not yet been put in prison.) 

This led to a question arising between John’s disciples and one of the Jews about the whole 

matter of being cleansed. They approached John and said to him, “Master, look, the man who 

was with you on the other side of the Jordan, the one you testified to, is now baptising and 

everybody is coming to him!” 

“A man can receive nothing at all,” replied John, “unless it is given him from Heaven. You 

yourselves can witness that I said, ‘I am not Christ but I have been sent as his forerunner.’ It is 

the bridegroom who possesses the bride, yet the bridegroom’s friend who merely stands and 

listens to him can be overjoyed to hear the bridegroom’s voice. That is why my happiness is 

now complete. He must grow greater and greater and I less and less. 

This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

                       



MESSAGE                     “joy”          

 

SONG OF PRESENTATION               “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”         #2 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive our fear and doubt away; 

giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,  

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus; stars of morning, take your part; 

love divine is reigning o’er us, binding those of tender heart. 

Ever singing, move we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
 

*DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IDENTITY STATEMENT 

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of 

the one body of Christ we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Words of Institution              

Communion Music        

Partaking of the Bread and Cup 

 

Christ Has Died 

Christ Is Risen 

Christ Will Come Again 

 

*CLOSING HYMN          “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”         #530 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.  

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.  
 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul; 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul.  
 

I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul; 

I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul.  

 

 



*BENEDICTION                                         

 

POSTLUDE          

 

Anthony Ruggiero, Musician 

  

*All who are able may stand. 

 

 

CCLI Copyright License #20087925, CCLI Rehearsal License #20696574, CCLI Streaming 

License #20696567, CCS Performance License #10337, and CVLI Video License #504271064 

 

 

 

 

In case of emergencies: 

Fire Alarm:  Calmly and quickly evacuate the building.  Reassemble at the pavilion next to the 

garage.  No longer at flagpole.  Do not block the fire lanes.  All doors in the sanctuary lead to 

outside exits. 

 

Tornado Warning:  Calmly and quickly exit through the rear doors and assemble in the hallway 

of the Educational Wing/Child Care area.  Stay away from all doors and windows. 

 

Gunshots or Threats:  Duck down between the pews to shield yourself and allow the Security 

Team to handle the situation. 

 

 

Open Communion and Offering Information 

We celebrate the Communion of the Lord’s Supper every week.  It is open to ALL Christians.  

Everyone who is able is invited to come to the front by rows.  A piece of bread and cup of grape 

juice will be given to you to partake.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  Return to your seat 

by the side aisles. 

 

Kneelers are available on each side for those who wish to stop and pray.  If you are not able to 

come forward for any reason, a plate and cup will be offered to you.  If you prefer not to partake, 

just indicate that when offered the elements. 

 

The offering that we share in worship is part of our shared commitment to doing ministry together.  

In our offering, we reflect that we are called to share in the blessings we have that others may be 

blessed.  Offering bowls are provided in the center and right-hand aisles.   

 

 

 



GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to a time of praise and worship of the Lord our God.  Let us fill his house with songs 

of praise and feast upon his word.  May the peace and joy of the Lord be yours. 

 

If you have questions concerning membership with this congregation, speak with Pastor Tim or 

any of the BCC Elders (Jeannette Callahan, Paula Davis, Jim Dolgae, Heather Faler, Myra May, 

Christy McCollum, Valarie Rizzo, Michelle Stineman, Megen Stocker, Cathy Wilterdink). 

 

Loose Change Mission Jar:  We are collecting loose change in the Gathering Space for missions.  

From July through September, the funds will go to Week of Compassion.  Thank you! 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT BAZETTA CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

 

Tuesday:  7:00 p.m. Scouts 

 

Thursday:  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal 

 

Next Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Small Group 

   10:00 a.m. Worship  

 

 
Please consider and vote on the slate of nominees listed below for each identified position. Simply circle Ⓨ 
(I am in favor of the slate of nominees for Administrative Board, Elders, Elder Emeritus, Trustees, Trustee 

Emeritus, and Deacons commencing October 1, 2023.)   or Ⓝ (I oppose the slate of nominees for the 
Administrative Board, Elders, Elder Emeritus, Trustees, Trustee Emeritus, and Deacons commencing October 1, 
2023.)                                           

Administrative Board             Y      N Elder         Y      N Elder Emeritus       Y      N 

1 - Shelly Dolgae 

2 - Roger Roe 

3 - Kelly Swiger 

1 - Dan Davis 

2 - Larry Swiger 
1 - Mitch Callahan 

2 - Theresa Hutton 

3 - Pat Shafer 

Deacon                                      Y      N Trustee     Y      N Trustee Emeritus   Y      N 

1 - Michelle Aliesch      2 - Cole Faler  
3 - Sandy Maloy            4 - Jill Pirtz 

5 - Cindy Thomas          6 - Robin Walker 
7 - Greg Wrightsman 

1 - Dave Maloy  1 - Roger Elliott 

 

 

 

 



EVENTS COMING UP 

 

 

 
 

Friday, October 13, to Saturday, October 14 

Camp Asbury, Epworth Lodge, Hiram, Ohio 

 

This coming October, the men’s group at Bazetta Christian Church will be hosting our first 

spiritual retreat aimed at helping men grow in their faith.  The theme this year will be 

“Walking the Walk” learning to develop spiritual practices of faith. 

 

This event will include meals Friday night, breakfast on Saturday morning and lunch 

Saturday afternoon.  We will begin gathering at 6 p.m. Friday and be finished by 4 p.m. 

Saturday.  It will be a great time to spend with one another and God in the midst of God’s 

creation.  For those attending, we are asking a $15 donation to help cover food costs. 

 

 

 

 
Women’s Spiritual Day 

Saturday, October 21 

BCC 

Stay tuned for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

175th Anniversary 

 


